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1. All conference expenses have been accounted, resulting in a net income of $68,952 for the conference.  The Society continues to be financially healthy.  

2. “Celebrating 100 years of Social Work in Health Care” is the title of our 2005 National Conference, April 13-15, 2005.  It will be held at the Hyatt Regency Downtown, Houston, Texas.  Evelyn Bonander, former Director of Social Work at Massachusetts General Hospital and past president of the SSWLHC, will be the keynote speaker.  She will kick off the anniversary celebration with a review of the past 100 years of health care social work.  Jim Zabora will be the closing speaker.  The Call for Abstracts has closed.  The planning committee plans to make their selection by the end of August.

3. The Advocacy Committee reminds us that voting is the most critical way to advocate for national and state issues that affect your patients and their families and social work.  With a presidential election on the horizon, we need to do everything we can to make sure that everyone who is eligible is registered to vote.  Several social work directors have been successful in increasing the numbers of registered voters by inviting the League of Women Voters to come into their institutions and set up a voter registration drive.  To contact your local League, go to the national website: www.lwy.org, click on local leagues, and call them to see if this is an activity that they can help sponsor.  
4. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) contacted SSWLHC to have a representative to participate in a phone interview.  Their goal is to learn more about health care professionals who work with patients with Medicare who need long term care.  In particular, they want to know how they might take advantage of facility quality information being available through Medicare sponsored websites.

5. The Committee on Nominations is pleased to announce the 2005 Slate of Candidates for the offices of the National Society.  Many thanks to Mary Lou Krieger and the committee for working so diligently to complete a slate that is representative of our membership.  Members are encouraged to look for their voting materials in the forthcoming mail and select the new leaders of our Society.  The ballots will be mailed in late August and voting will continue through early October.  The slate of candidates is as follows;

President Elect

Richard Woodrow, DSW

Executive Director, Organizational Development and Learning, NYU Medical Center

Assistant Professor, Mount Sinai School of Medicine

New York, NY

Ouida Woods-Moorehead, LMSW-AP

Director of Programs

Bridge Breast Network

Dallas, TX

Board Members-at-Large

Carol Frazier Maxewll, LCSW, ACSW

Director, Social Work

Arkansas Children’s Hospital

Little Rock, AR

Brian Giddens, LICSW, ACSW

Associate Director of Social Work

University of Washington Medical Center

Seattle, WA

Ann Hunter, LCSW

Manager Patient and Family Support Services

Eagleston Children’s Hospital

Atlanta, GA

Margaret Meyer, LCSW

Director, Social Work

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX

Charles L. Robbins, DSW

Associate Dean/School of Social Welfare

Director of Social Work Services/Stony Brook University Hospital

Stony Brook, New York

Pamela Thompson, MSW

Director, Social Service

Kootenai Medical Center

Coeur D’Alene, ID

Committee on Nominations

Gail Gill, LCSW

Social Worker

Wilmett, IL
William Kirkpatrick, MSW

Director, Clinical Social Work

LifeSpan Academic Medical Center

Providence, RI

Bill Ratcliff, CSW

Social Worker/Case Coordinator

Catawba Valley Medical Center

Hickory, NC

Stanley Reamer, MSW, LCSW

Chief of Social Work Service

Veterans Affairs Medical Center

Kansas City, MO

Dawn Romano, LCSW, LCSW

Clinical Social Work Supervisor

The Children’s Mercy Hospital

Kansas City, MO

Patricia Tally, LCSW

Director, Social Work

Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas

Dallas, TX

6. The next edition of The Social Work Leader will be this week.  You should receive your e-mail copy the first week of August. Remember that archived and the current issue of the Leader are posted to the member’s only section of the website. If you need your login, please send an email to info@sswlhc.org.

7. Many hospitals are preparing their 2005 budget. Make sure to include your SSWLHC membership dues.  Categories are:

1. Full member – Management $125.00

2. Full member – Direct Patient Care, Transitional, Emeritus, Faculty and Student $70.00

3. Group/Team Discount – A discounted fee of $70.00 will be applied to multiple members from the same institution campus.  The first member pays $125.00

8. Publication sales continue to be strong.  We are on our sixth printing of Ethics in Health Care: A Social Work Perspective. This publication is approved by NASW for six continuing education contact hours.  The cost is $25.00 for members and $30.00 non-members.  Price includes shipping and handling.  To find other great publications that have continuing education units, please consult “Publications” link on the Society’s home page:  www.sswlhc.org.

9. August 28 and 29, 2004, the board will hold a face to face board meeting in Philadelphia Pennsylvania.  Please forward any ideas, issues or concerns to Mary Norris or any other board member. Remember this is your society.







