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TREASUER’S REPORT


As of February 28, 2003:


Checking:	$10,024.77


CD:		  10,407.24


TOTAL:		$20,432.01


MEMBERSHIP:


REMINDER:  MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2003 ARE NOW DUE!  Payment in full by the May 19 Meeting entitles you to the Program (good for two CEU’s) and FREE LUNCH!  This is a $20 value for each meeting this year, plus a discounted rate at the Annual Meeting.  SIGN UP NOW!


Social Work Administrators, Managers, Supervisors and Line Staff are all invited to attend, as well as Social Work Students.  We are all leaders in our own right and have the many pressures of working in the Health Care Field in common!





WEBSITE:


 � HYPERLINK http://WWW.SSWLHC.PENN-DEL.ORG ��WWW.SSWLHC.PENN-DEL.ORG�


NOTE:  Our website was mentioned at the National Chapter’s Annual President’s Meeting as a model to be looked at!!  We are also linked to the National Website:  � HYPERLINK http://www.sswlhc.org ��www.sswlhc.org�.





NATIONAL NEWS:


At the President’s Meeting in Atlanta, we had the opportunity to meet with members of the Board.  The main issues addressed included:


How to attract/involve more members.


Possibility of combining Local and National Dues.





Need for Medical Social Work Certification.


National  is taking comments/suggestions from the Presidents back to the full board.  The disturbing news is that NASW is going ahead with plans for Medical Social Work Certification, not based on testing or continuing education, but simply on experience, written recommendations.  A separate fee and, of course, NASW membership.  Those present were generally concerned that his could attract members to NASW that could not afford SSWLHC Membership as well.  And yet, the Certificate does not speak to on-going competency.


Interested in Membership in National?  Contract Trish Sherrick at � HYPERLINK mailto:Trish.sherrick@rmpinc.com ��Trish.sherrick@rmpinc.com� or call National at 866-237-0542.











FROM THE PRESIDENT: 


I’m still somewhat fresh from the National SSWLHC Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.  I have pages of notes and hope to summarize some of my most salient “take-aways”.


President’s Meeting:  Pre-conference, I attended the President’s Meeting, which consisted of two half days of basically getting to know each other.  It was somewhat disheartening to learn of two Chapters nearing dissolution – ‘Empire Chapter (NY) and Massachusetts.  Both of these are long standing Chapters that are having difficulty building ACTIVE Membership.  I stress ACTIVE, since it has been a small group doing all the work and they have burned out!


Many Chapters are thriving, a strong emphasis seems to be on including Schools of Social Work in activities…grooming Health Care Social Workers for the future!


Cultural Diversity:  Five of the best hours I spent were in a Conference Intensive Session lead by Dottie Reese, MSW, MPH, New Orleans.  Those in attendance compose a small (very diverse) group of six, allowing the session to be very interactive and wonderfully informative!


Other workshops included topics such as “Utilizing Clinical Skills in Becoming a Leader” by Hal Lipton (Washington, D.C.) and The Oregon Experience with End of Life Care by Pamela Miller, MSW, PhD, Portland State University.


Of course, the best part of the trip was the informal networking.  John Silipigni, MSW, LCSW, CCM, UPMC/Shadyside Hospital, Pittsburgh who is President of the Western Pennsylvania Chapter, coordinated a Saturday morning :PA Breakfast Meeting”!  Even Susan Ziegler, one of our members was encouraged to meet at 7:00 AM on Saturday!  Encouraging news that we heard that morning is that the PA Licensing Board is considering granting status to additional professional groups to grant CEU’s!  I have been promised additional information…hoping that the CEU application process may ease some!


Also – thanks to President, Mary Lou Krieger, Allegheny General Hospital…for obtaining PA CEU’s for those of us in attendance from PA through Lock Haven State University!


The trip to Atlanta was well worth the time spent…looking forward to next year…Viva Las Vegas!





 			Maureen Sawyer


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


– Penn Del Chapter


We welcome Bill Tiejen, Director of Social Work and Family Services at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia to the Penn-Del Chapter Board of Directors.  Bill has accepted the Position of Board Member at Large for a two year term.  Bernice McIntyre has graciously consented to continue in her role as Treasurer.  The position of President-Elect remains available…Interested??  It includes a trip to Las Vegas, Nevada, April 2004 for the National Conference!!


ISO – YOU!


Members interested in becoming more involved.  We are in need of:


-Anyone willing to host a general meeting (at no cost to you!)


-Members willing to help out on a committee –Program, Annual Meeting, Membership, Nominations.


Ideas for Programs, speakers.


-Articles for the Newsletter.  Want to share a gripe! Inform us of a new program? Editorialize?


-Names of people interested in running for Board Membership.


Next issue to be published in mid-summer.  E-mail your thoughts, ideas, etc. to � HYPERLINK mailto:Maureen.Sawyer@LVH.com ��Maureen.Sawyer@LVH.com�


UPCOMING PROGRAMS:


May 19, 2003 


  General Meeting (See Attached         


  Registration Form.)


                        


September 19, 2003


  Annual Meeting





November, 2003


  General Meeting to be announced





April 28-30, 2004


  39th SSWLHC National Conference


  Flamingo Hotel & Casino


  Las Vegas, Nevada





Regretfully, we had to cancel our Program/Meeting on March 17.  Our Speaker, Ed Woomer (Dupont Hospital for Children) was faced with serious surgery that has temporarily put him out of commission.  We wish him speedy recovery and hope to see him back in action very soon!!
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Calendar of Events


Humor As A Therapeutic Tool


Place:  Belmont Center


               4200 Monument Ave.


               Philadelphia, PA 19131


Time:    8:30 am – 12:00 PM


Speaker:  David Greenwald, PhD.


3 CEU’s





Psychopharmacology for Mentally Ill, Substance Abused Consumers


Place:  Belmont Center


               4200 Monument Ave.


               Philadelphia, PA 19131


Time:    8:30 am – 12:00 PM


Speaker:  Craig Strickland, PhD.


3 CEU’s
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