How best can SSWLHC members influence the outcome of the proposed Medicaid cuts?

The State of the Union Address was Feb. 2nd. Budget submission occurred the following Monday, Feb. 7th. Theoretically, Congress has until April 15th to pass the budget resolution (this could actually occur as soon as mid-March). This resolution is a global recommendation regarding how the money should be allocated.  The next step is writing the laws implementing those allocations. 

The advocacy committee has outlined three options for members and chapters to take action: # 1 within your own facility/system;  # 2 as a local chapter of SSWLHC; and  # 3 as individual citizens.

Option # 1:  Communicate your concern about how the cuts in Medicaid could affect both patients and your facility to your immediate supervisor. Collect data on patients who will be affected; gather data from finance about your Medicaid population and what the impact of cuts might be. Contact your organization’s Government Affairs person to share concerns, data, and anecdotes.  Offer to help draft a communication of concern to your legislators and/or offer to meet with them. Offer to solicit the collaboration of community agencies with whom you work on behalf of your patients. [Make sure that your agency/supervisor is aware of your advocacy and supports your efforts, especially if you are using work time/space/ materials and/or your organization’s name and your title].

Option # 2: Approach your chapter and ask that action be taken from the perspective of practicing social workers in health care settings. Assess potential allies in your community, e.g., clinics or agencies that will also be negatively affected by potential Medicaid cuts.  Send joint communications to your legislators and arrange meetings with them.

Option # 3:  YOU!      The important take home message is that advocacy is not optional. As social workers, our expertise and input is needed in this critical debate about health care coverage for our most vulnerable people.  You can be heard as Federal and State legislators make critical decisions that affect our patients and our workplaces.  Remember, if you act as an individual you should not use your business stationary.

The following is a list of great resources to help educate yourself and others about the issues related to the potential Medicaid cuts.  

Find these through your search engine:

· The Kaiser Family Foundation - read the issue brief on  “Medicaid: Issues in Restructuring Federal Financing”

· Families USA - go to the Medicaid Action Center

· naswdc.org  members can go to advocacy/grassroots/default.asp

· The American Hospital Association

· Your State Hospital Association

· Disease-specific web sites

· Search for your state representatives: 

· (state.gov) and national (senate.gov and house.gov) 

