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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

Happy Holidays to everyone! I would like to share with you news from the Chicago District. After much thought and discussion, the Chicago District will remain a part of the Illinois Chapter. An important issue recognized by the Chicago District and in the past from membership surveys, is that membership priorities are networking and education. We will continue to look at new ideas and innovative ways to accomplish these priorities. We also feel the need to have better communication with new members. So as new members join, each district will designate a member to contact thte new member and welcome him/her to upcoming activities, etc. We are in the process of planning the next annual conference which will be held in June or July in Peoria, IL. The focus will be ethics with a wide variety of topics to be included. Watch for more information in the near future. This newsletter is an important way that we communicate with each other so please share any ideas or information with the rest of us. We would like to hear from you! I will be attending the SSWLHC National Conference in April 13-16, 2005 in Houston, TX. Check your calendars and see if you can attend. It should be a more affordable conference with airfare being less expensive to Houston. It looks like we will have an exciting new year!

Illinois Chapter Board Meeting Highlights

September 10, 2004 – the board meeting this date was held at IVC Hospital in Peru, IL. The success of the Illinois SSWLHC conference was discussed as well as proposals for next year’s state conference which will be held downstate. 

December 4, 2004—the board meeting this date was held at Alden Prairie Village in Orland Park, IL. The board has made a decision to increase the amount of the state scholarship by $100, to a total of $850, towards attendance at the national conference in 2005. Any Illinois SSWLHC member is eligible to apply if their employer does not fully fund their transportation, attendance and hotel expenses. Betty Nelson has new job responsibilities at Galesburg Cottage Hospital and will not be able to complete her term as membership chair. Dawn Moutray will temporarily assume those responsibilities.

National

Please mark your calendars for the 2005 National SSWLHC Conference to be held in Houston, TX on April 13-16. These meetings are always a lot of fun and it’s a great way to earn lots of CEUs in a short period of time.

State

Our 2004 State SSWLHC conference  at Edwards Hospital, Naperville IL on July 23 was a big success. Approximately 50 hospitals were represented. The topic was “Disparities in Health Care Among Minorities”. 

During lunch at the conference, Mary Suhr, Director of Social Services at Illini Hospital in Silvis was named Social Worker of the Year. Mary is the Coordinator of the Healthquest Senior Program for three hospitals, chairs the Senior Services Task Force and the Ethics Committee and heads the committee for JCAHO preparation. She established the Senior Stride Program and Annual Walk at her hospital. In addition, she is actively involved in her community, serving on the boards for the Emergency Assistance Program, the Children’s Advocacy Center and the local Interagency Board. Congratulations Mary!

Legislative Report

Tom Tynan, our legislative chair reports that there are new requirements for social work CEUs. Social workers will have to have at least three CEUs in the field of Ethics. The effective date of this change will be announced in the future. Prior to the November election, he had the opportunity to talk to one Illinois legislator regarding issues important to our membership. 

Cultural Diversity

An attachment provided by Larry Harmon, Alexian Brothers Medical Center, Elk Grove Village, is included with this newsletter. His hospital has worked for five years to complete this paper regarding Native Americans and their needs in a medical setting. If you would like a hard copy, please contact Larry at 847-981-3523.

Chicago District

The district sponsored a holiday luncheon  on December 14 at a Thai Restaurant in Oak Brook. Members also held a networking dinner at the Chicago Yacht Club. A questionnaire was given at that event regarding membership needs which were found to be 1) networking and 2) CEU programs.

Horizon Hospice is doing a 13 week series on cable TV—CAN-TV, Chicago between 5:30PM and 6PM. The last session will be on Thursday, December 30. The topics include pediatrics and hospice as well as cultural diversity in hospice.

Dan Byars will be the new district president. He can be reached at dbyars@centegra.com, 815-338-3148.

Northwest District

The district held a meeting in Galesburg at Cottage Hospital on July 13 and had a CEU offering at Proctor Hospital, Peoria on October 12, 2004. The CEU presentation was given by Allen Lynch, Chicago Chief, Veterans Rights Bureau, Consumer Protection Division. He discussed the legal rights of Illinois Veterans including their home care benefits  and how to get them admitted to a nursing home.

Martha Wright, Proctor Hospital, Peoria recently passed the LCSW exam. She also gave a Power Point presentation to a class of social work students at Western Illinois University, Macomb Il regarding Social Work Case Management on September 28.

District president is Nancy Tuftie, ntuftie@chottawa.org, 815-433-3100.

The next district meeting will be at Galesburg Cottage Hospital, Tuesday, January 11, 2005.

Southern District

The Southern district had a Christmas party on December 14 at Terri Drew’s house. They planned the schedule of meetings for 2005 and enjoyed networking. 

Member Keith Sudemeyer gave a Hospital Outreach Program presentation to the Gateway chapter of ACMA on December 1.

Judy Ashcroft, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Highland, IL recently passed the LCSW exam.

District president is Nancy Weiss-Hayes, nwhayes@sahc.org, 618-465-4522.

E-mail & Address Changes

Please notify Dawn Moutray, dawn.moutray@ivch.org 815-780-3504 of any e-mail or address changes so you can continue to receive this newsletter and notices of upcoming events.
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