Celebrating 100 Years of Social Work in Health Care

Society for Social Work Leadership in Health Care

September Talking Points

1. The board met in Philadelphia for a 2 ½ day face to face meeting at the new office of RMP.  At this meeting, the board reviewed and considered the multiple issues discussed during the chapter president’s meeting in Houston.  A response to these issues has been sent to all the chapter presidents
2. The board has established the 2006 budget, once again projecting a positive bottom line, while increasing services/benefits to members. 
3. SSWLHC has a new account executive with RMP.   Vaughn Wurst, comes to us with a number of years experience with association management.   The next leader will have an article about Vaughn and RMP’s move to new office space.  Vaughn Wurst will have the same phone number as our previous account executive and can be reached by email at vwurst@rmpinc.com.  We wish Aileen Cummings good luck as she moves on to complete her graduate work.

4. Advocacy work group has identified three primary focus areas for their efforts.   They will be providing links on the web site for members.   They have also begun work on planning the PAC event for the 2006 conference
5. The next Leader will be published in November.   Beginning in 2006, the Leader will 

      be published on a quarterly basis, February, May, August, and November
6. The 2006 Conference Planning Committee has completed their review of submissions 

      for presentations and has developed a program with three tracks to aid attendees in 

      selecting sessions more effectively.

7. Ballots have sent out and are due back by October 18th.   Please send in your ballots.  You have the opportunity to affect change.
8. E-blast news will be sent to all members in the future.   In the past, members were 
required to “opt-in” for e-blast news by going onto the web site and signing up for this benefit.   Due to contacts from members who were not getting these emails, the board has decided to place all members who have an email address on the e-news list and allow members to "opt-out” if they do not wish to receive this information.  The board is also planning a new process to allow members to access each other for answers to question/issues.   Stay tuned for more information on this and a new survey process to keep in touch with membership needs/concerns.
8.  Strategic Planning – The board will be following up on the initial focus areas 

     identified at the face to face meeting and formulating action steps to achieve the 

     objectives of these focus areas.

9. Richard Woodrow was invited to be one of the facilitators at the Clinton Global 
Initiative last month.  Approximately 500 top leaders from business, government, NGOs, and entertainment participated in this three day event, designed to create a new vision and commitment to meet four core challenges: global poverty, religious conflict, global warming, and governance.  Participants were encouraged to make specific commitments to action around these four areas, resulting in $1.25 billion in programs and services.   The Society will be reviewing how we might participate in this important work.
10. Next Board Call – October 14, 2005

