Board Talking Points

Social Work in Health Care:  “A Sure Bet”

December, 2004

1. New board members, Carol Maxwell, Charlie Robbins and Pam Thompson joined the December 10, 2004 board call.  

2. Nancy Brooks, Mary Lou Krieger and Ed Wormer were thanked for their service to the board and the Society.  All have provided incredible contributions to the Society.

3. January 22-23, 2005, the board will hold a face-to-face meeting in Philadelphia.  Please contact your Board Liaison or Polly Jones for board agenda items.

4. 501 (C) (3)- 501 (C) (3) – The Society has established a foundation to manage the funds donated by members a few years ago during the transition from AHA to our own operations.  The Social Work Leadership Foundation will be incorporated to advance the mission of the Society through financial support.  It will provide a means for folks to make tax deductible donations to the Society for Leadership in Health Care.

5. Workgroup Updates

· Advocacy- The Advocacy Work Group (co-chaired by Alice Scesny and Richard Siegel) has been actively involved in educating its members about key legislative issues, in order to become an effective clearinghouse for information and map out an early strategy and guide for action for the Society.  To that end, this month members researched: How is the recent election likely to affect the future of Medicaid?  They learned: (1) It is important to educate ourselves by reading multiple points of view, including the Republican Party Web site, in order to influence our agendas during the next administration.  (2) President Bush has taken the election as mandate to push a conservative agenda early in his administration.  SSWLHC has to be ready to move rapidly.  (3) First thing to watch for is a budget reconciliation.  It is anticipated this act will be loaded with issues aimed to dismantle Medicaid as we know it.  (4) Our challenge is to create a focused controversy over Medicaid, linking up with organizational partners  (pharmacies, hospitals, etc.) that stand to lose with passing of the legislation as proposed.  (5) We must understand impact and develop action not only federally, but state by state.  (6) AHA will be very focused on Medicaid issues, and will keep us informed.  (7) Democrats are not in control.  It’s time to connect with and influence Republicans who represent us.

The Advocacy Work Group will continue to inform the Society about issues and recommended action.  Future meetings will focus on Medicare and Prescription Drug legislation.   

· Chapter Relations – plans are underway for the 2005 Chapter President’s Meeting.  A highlight for the meeting will include a presentation titled “SSWLHC Membership:  National Suggestions/Chapter Success” by Mary Lou Krieger and Jennifer Husted from the Southwest Pennsylvania Chapter.  And in celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the SSWLHC, chapter presidents will have to opportunity to share a brief history for the chapter presidents to network with each other and the board throughout the day and evening.  Look for further detains in early 2005.

· Membership – work group members continue their efforts to welcome our new members and remind persons about their membership renewals.  Also, understanding that membership is key to the success of the national SSWLHC, the work group is developing ideas on building membership and participation in the national SSWLHC through chapters and the national organization.  Work group members will be sharing some of these ideas with chapter presidents during their annual meeting.  Lastly, a sub-group has begun to develop criteria for Chapter Recognition Awards that they hope to initiate during the 2005 conference.

· Publications/Products -  Everything is on schedule to have two new publications available at the 2005 conference.  Social Work Leadership in Health Care: Principles and Practice (2004) is in its second printing.  Ethics in Health Care is in its sixth printing. A third Leader will be published by the end of January 2005.The Society will be preparing a news release regarding our 100 years of Social Work in Health Care.  Releases will be available to state chapters and to membership.  All are encouraged to have the article printed in hospital newsletters, local and state newspapers, state chapter newsletter, etc.  We will submit to NACHRI, AHA, NASW as well as other associations.

6. 2005 “Celebrating 100 years of Social Work in Health Care:  Speakers are confirmed for all sessions.   VA will be having an intensive on the 13th; Home Care will also be having an intensive on the 13th.  Great response is being received from Vendors who will be exhibiting at the meeting.  Chapters are encouraged to send any pictures they have of national award winners from their chapter such as Social Work Leader of the Year or Ida Cannon to Polly Jones, P.O. Box 416, Burlington, IN 46915 (by putting your name and address on the back of the picture you can assure its return to you).  These pictures will be used for a special activity at the conference.   Also any other pictures, especially old pictures, from previous conferences.

7. State chapters are encouraged to purchase an advertisement to be placed in the 40th Anniversary book.  All conference attendees will receive a complimentary copy.  Advertisement costs are as follows:  business cards $75.00; ¼ page $175.00; ½ page $300.00; and a full page $400.00.  Contact Trish Sherrick at    866-237-9542 for more details. 

8. 2005 Awards Nominations – Deadline is January 28, 2005 – the Society for Social Work Leadership is now accepting nominations for candidates for the 2005 Awards.  The Awards will be presented during the opening ceremony of the 40th Annual Conference in Houston, Texas on April 12, 2005.  The Society Awards include: Ida M. Cannon, Health Care Social Work Leader of the Year; Eleanor Clark Award for Innovative Programs in Patient Care; and Hyman J. Weiner.

The complete packet has been mailed to membership and is also available on the homepage of the Society’s website at www.sswlhc.org.  

9. Exciting News – we are moving ahead with the development of a list serv.  To set up this service, we need a volunteer to be the moderator.  This individual monitors the website to assure net etiquette is followed.  We have been informed that a moderator should be expected to spend about 30 minutes throughout the day scanning the messages for problems.  If you are interested in becoming the Society’s moderator, please contact Trish Sherrick at 1-866-237-9542.

10. Richard Woodrow, 2005 President-elect and Trish Sherrick have started searching for a conference site for 2006.  Ed Woomer has been selected as the Conference Chair.  

11. Next Board Call:  Friday, January 14, 2005, 2:30pm – 3:30pm EST.  Please contact your Board Liaison or Polly Jones for issues or concerns.

