Society for Social Work Leadership in Health Care

Board Talking Points

November 2004
1. The 2005 elections results are in.  The board is proud to announce the following:

President-elect
Richard Woodrow

Board Members 2005 and 2006

Charlie Robbins

Carol Maxwell

Pam Thompson

Committee on Nomination

Pat Tally

Dawn Romano

Stan Remer

Bill Kirkpatrick

2. A board meeting in Philadelphia is being planned for January 22 and 23, 2005.  

3. Good News – we continue to be financially healthy.

4. The Society is establishing a 501 (C) (3) foundation.  The reason is so we can move the resources from Partners in Care to the foundation which will be managed by the Society.  A committee, chaired by Susan Haikalis, will be exploring options for investments.  The committee members are June Simmons, Gary Rosenburg, Evelyn Bonader, Paula Combie and Ed Womer will represent the board.  

5. 2005 Annual conference planning is proceeding well.   All workshop slots have been filled and speakers notified.   The program brochure will be on the web site in December and mailed in early January.   Lots of special activities are planned around the 100th and 40th Anniversaries being celebrated.   Vendor support has been very strong this year.   Chapters are encouraged to place an ad in the Commemorative Book which will be available at the meeting as well as getting their basket/item ready for the silent auction which will occur at the meeting.

6. The Society will have a press release regarding 100 years of health care in Social Work and our 40th anniversary.  A news release will be sent to AHA, NASW and NACHRI.  The news release will also be available for state Society newsletters, hospital newsletters, state and city newspapers.

7. Workgroup Updates

· Advocacy – Centers for Medicare and Medicaid are accepting nominations to the Medicare Coverage Advisory Committee.  The Society has nominated Alice Scesny, to be a voting member representing the Society.

· Chapter Relations – This workgroup is actively planning the 2005 Chapter President's Meeting.  A lot of networking time has built into the agenda.
· Membership – The workgroup has been making personal contacts to welcome new members and to remind persons about their membership renewal.  Additionally, the workgroup has been developing a plan to build membership through the support of chapters and the national organization.  A few workgroup members have also volunteered to develop criteria for chapter recognition awards.
· Publications/Products – Everything is on schedule to have two new publications available at the 2005 conference.  Social Work Leadership in Health Care: Principles and Practice (2004) is in its second printing.  Ethics in Health Care is in its sixth printing. 
8. Exciting News – we are moving ahead with the development of a list serv.  To set up this service, we need a volunteer to be the moderator.  This individual monitors the website to assure net etiquette is followed.  We have been informed that a moderator should be expected to spend about 30 minutes throughout the day scanning the messages for problems.  If you are interested in becoming the Society’s moderator, please contact Trish Sherrick at 1-866-237-9542 or info@sswlhc.org. 

9. The Council for Social Work Education hosted a November 10, 2004 meeting of the Consortium of Social Work Organizations in Health Care under the leadership of Rose Popovich. Board member Patti O’Donnell represented the Society.   In addition to the Society for Social Work Leadership in Health Care, representatives were present from the Social Work Sections of the American Public Health Association, the Veterans’ Administration, the National Association of Social Workers, and the Association of Oncology Social Work. A complete report on the Consortium will be published in the Winter 2005 Social Work Leader. 

10. Next board call is scheduled for December 10, 2004, 2:00pm (EST).

