Society for Social Work Leadership in Health Care

Board Talking Points

October 1, 2004

1. Society membership is at its highest since it has ever been since departing AHA in 2001.

2. The Society continues to be financially healthy and operating under budget.

3. Mark your calendars now to attend the 2005 National Conference.  The conference will be held in Houston, Texas.  The Society will be celebrating “100 years of Healthcare Social Work” and the 40th anniversary of the SSWLHC.   45 Abstracts have been selected for presentation at the conference and over 20 poster presentations.  In addition there will be two formal networking sessions for attendees to meet with colleagues to discuss areas of common interests.

4. All state chapters are encouraged to purchase an advertisement to be placed in the 40th Anniversary book.  All conference attendees will receive a complimentary copy.  Advertisement costs are as follows:  business cards $75.00; ¼ page $175.00; ½ page $300.00 and a full page $400.00.  Contact Trish Sherrick at 866-237-9542 for more details.

5. The ballots for 2005 were mailed the week of August 30, 2004.  The return date was October 24, 2004.  Election results will be announced the week of November 1 – right in time for the Presidential Election! 

6. The society will be preparing a news release regarding our 100 years of social work in healthcare.  Releases will be available to state chapters and to membership.  All are encouraged to have the articles printed in hospital newsletters, local and state newspapers, state chapter newsletters, etc.  We will submit to NACHRI, AHA, NASW as well as other associations.

7. Workgroup Updates

Advocacy

The Advocacy Work Group continues to re-form and has made strides in becoming a clearinghouse for key advocacy issues.  To that end, they have provided important information about the medicare prescription drug bill, including recommendation to the Board that the Society should align but not affiliate with an organization that officially espouses the limited legislation.  The Advocacy Work Group is interested in researching any other key issues that members would like more information/recommendations about.

Chapter Relations

The Chapter Relations Work Group is pleased to announce our newly appointed Co-chairs, Larry Petersen and Susan Thomas.  Other work group members include John Silipigni, Hal Lipton, and Linda Batway as liaison with the Membership Work Group.  The work group conducted a teleconference call on October 15th to begin planning the 2005 Chapter Presidents Meeting that will be held in Houston during the annual meeting.  The work group will also begin discussing criteria for a Chapter Recognition Award.  The Chapter Presidents are welcome to contact board members Ed Woomer or Sheri Hilger with content suggestions for the Chapter President’s Meeting

Membership

The Membership Work Group held its monthly teleconference call on September 29th.  The group reviewed the process for contacting both new members to welcome them to the organization, and persons who have a lapsed membership.  The Membership Work Group will be contacting both groups of persons either by phone or e-mail in the coming months.  They additionally discussed the opportunity to send out a survey to Chapter Presidents to learn how the national organization can better support chapters.  This proposal was discussed during the board teleconference call on October 1st.  Support was given by the board for the Membership Work Group to pursue this activity.  The Membership Work Group would welcome any member who would like to participate in the groups’ activities.  Feel free to contact board members Ed Woomer at ewoomer@nemours.org or Sheri Hilger at sheri@socialworkprn.com with your interest.

Publications/Products

The Publications and Products Work Group have identified the authors for next publications and are on schedule for premiering the new publications at the 40th Annual Meeting. 

8. September 19-21, 2004, Mary attended the Texas State Chapter meeting in Houston, Texas.  The conference was a success.  Texas is looking forward to being the host state for the 2005 National Conference.

9. In the past several weeks, there has been a high volume of e-mails between state chapter presidents.  An area of common concern is centered around how to revitalize a state chapter.  In response, the focus of the next board conference call will be to develop guidelines/suggestions to address this issue.  Please contact Mary or your board Liaison with any ideas and or suggestions.

