“Social Work in Health Care:  A Sure Bet”

SSWLHC Board Talking Points

June, 2004

1. The society is financially healthy.  This success is primarily due to our 2004 conference profit.

2. The 2005 National Conference will be April 13-15, 2005 at the Hyatt Regency Downtown, Houston, Texas.  Evelyn Bonander, former Director of Social Work at Massachusetts General Hospital and past president of the SSWLHC, will be the keynote speaker.  She will kick off the anniversary celebration with a review of the past 100 years of health care social work with special attention to the 40th anniversary of The Society.  In the closing plenary, Evelyn will explore the opportunities and challenges health care social workers will face in the future.

3. As part of the anniversary activities, pictures of past presidents are needed.  Please send pictures to Polly Jones, P.O. Box 416, Burlington, IN  46915.  All pictures will be returned.

4. Abstracts for the 2005 meeting and conference are now being accepted.  Due date for submission is Friday, July 16, 2004.  Go to the society’s website – www.sswlhc.org to download a Call for Abstract Form.

5. As a part of the festivities at the 2005 conference, state chapters are being asked to bring a basket or other item for a raffle.  Basket or items should represent the chapter’s state.  Be as creative as you can!

6. Our new SSWLHC bookmarks were a sell out at the conference.  The bookmarks are great to give to staff and other health care team members.  A new shipment of bookmarks is on its way.  The bookmarks are $1.00 each or ten for $8.00.  Contact Trish Sherrick (215-599-6622) in mid July to place an order.  

7.  All members should have recently received Haworth’s Social Work in Health Care, Volume 38, Numbers 1,2 and 3.  This journal is a benefit of national membership.

8. The Advocacy Committee reports that voting is the most critical way to advocate for national and state issues that affect your patients and their families and social work.  With a presidential election on the horizon, we need to do everything we can to make sure that everyone who is eligible is registered to vote.  Several social work directors have been successful in increasing the numbers of registered voters by inviting the League of Women Voters to come into their institutions and set up a voter registration drive.  To contact your local League, go to the national website: www.lwv.org, click on local leagues, and call them to see if this is an activity they can help sponsor.

9. The Nominations Committee, Linda Bateway, Mike O’Brien, Terry Ortiz, and Chair Mary Lou Krieger have developed a diversified slate of candidates.  2005 ballots will be mail to membership in August.  

10. The board’s next conference call is scheduled for July 23, 2004 at 2:00pm EST.  If you have any issues or concerns, please contact Mary Norris or any other board member.

